
Artfield Forest Wind Farm
Other Documents

March 2021

Pre-Application Consultation Report



Ramboll - Artfield Forest Wind Farm 

 

 

  

 

CONTENTS 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 1 

1.1 Overview 1 

1.2 The Proposed Development 1 

1.3 The Applicant 2 

1.4 Public Consultation Guidance and Legislation 3 

1.5 Report Structure 4 

2. CONSULTATION MEASURES 5 

2.1 Consultation Measures Review 5 

2.2 Pre-Application Meetings 7 

2.3 Scoping 7 

2.4 Community Councils 7 

2.5 Elected Representatives 8 

2.6 Website 8 

2.7 Virtual Public Exhibition 8 

3. VIRTUAL PUBLIC EXHIBITION 9 

3.1 Background 9 

3.2 Community Council Invite and Notification Letter to Virtual Public 
Exhibition 9 

3.3 Ward Member and Elected Representative Invite and Notification 
Letter to Virtual Public Exhibition 9 

3.4 Newspapers Adverts and Social Media Adverts 9 

3.5 Online Exhibition Invitation to Households and Businesses 9 

3.6 Online and Offline Feedback Forms 9 

3.7 Verbal Communication 10 

3.8 Digital First Approach 10 

4. ENGAGEMENT AFTER VIRTUAL PUBLIC EXHIBITION AND 
CONSULTATION PERIOD 11 

4.1 Letters/ Emails to Feedback Card Respondents 11 

4.2 Community Councils 11 

4.3 Feedback Report 11 

5. RESPONSE TO CONSULTATION COMMENTS 13 



Ramboll - Artfield Forest Wind Farm 

 

 

  

 

5.1 Key Issues Raised during the Consultation 13 

5.2 Responding to Issues Raised 13 

6. CONCLUSIONS 16 

6.1 Key Outcomes 16 

6.2 Design Evolution and Alternatives. 16 

6.3 Community Engagement Following S36 Application Submission 17 

7. APPENDICES 18 



Ramboll - Artfield Forest Wind Farm 

 

 

  

1 

1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Overview  

Ramboll and Statkraft UK Ltd have prepared this Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) Report for 
Artfield Forest Wind Farm Limited ('the Applicant').  The PAC report will accompany a planning 
application ('the Application') under S36 of the Electricity Act 1989 for the proposed Artfield 
Forest Wind Farm ('the Proposed Development').  The report details, the consultation measures 
undertaken by the Applicant, the feedback received and any resultant modifications to the 
development. 

The Applicant recognises that it is very important to ensure that communities close to a 
development are afforded appropriate and meaningful opportunities to comment on the proposals 
before they are finalised in accordance with good practice guidance.  A timeline of all consultation 
undertaken is provided in Appendix 1.   

1.2 The Proposed Development 

The Proposed Development is located approximately 8 km northwest of Kirkcowan and 15 km 
west of Newton Stewart in the Dumfries and Galloway Council area and is centred on National 
Grid Reference (NGR) NX 24367 66928 as shown in Map 1 below. 

Map 1:  Site Location 

The Proposed Development will comprise of up to 12 wind turbines with a maximum tip height of 
180 metres (m) and an installed capacity of over 50 MWs. 

The main components of the development proposal include: 
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• Up to 12 three-bladed horizontal axis wind turbines with a maximum tip height of 180 m  
• Internal/ external transformers and related switchgear at each turbine;  
• Permanent turbine foundations and associated crane hardstanding at each turbine location; 
• A permanent anemometer mast or LiDAR compound including associated foundations and 

hardstanding; 
• A network of on-site access tracks with associated water crossings, intervisible passing place 

and turning heads using both new and upgraded existing tracks; 
• Search areas for up to four borrow pits; 
• A control building and substation compound (selection one of two options); 
• An energy storage facility (selection one of two options); 
• A network of underground cable arrays within the Site connecting the turbines to the on-site 

substation; 
• Two temporary construction compounds and laydown area, including concrete batching plant; 
• Search areas of up to four borrow pits 
• A main site entrance on C3w (existing Gass Farm entrance), for use during construction and 

operation, designed to accommodate abnormal indivisible loads required for turbine 
component; 

• A secondary site access for use during construction only;  
• Engineering operations which includes for example turbine foundations, access tracks, and 

peat excavation and restoration work; and 
• Forestry felling and restocking and associated ancillary work. 

Further information is provided in EIAR Volume 2: Chapter 2: Development Description. 

1.3 The Applicant  

The Proposed Development is being proposed by Artfield Forest Wind Farm Ltd, a wholly owned 
subsidiary of Statkraft UK Ltd.  Statkraft is a global company in energy market operations.  
Statkraft are Europe's largest generator of renewable energy, with 4,500 employees across 17 
countries and its Scottish headquarters are in Glasgow.   

In Scotland, Statkraft owns and operates three onshore wind farms and have two wind farms 
under construction in Dumfries and Galloway (February 2021).  The Applicant is committed to 
setting up a Community Benefit Fund in each of their project locations and over £500,000 is 
distributed annually to projects and initiatives located near their operating wind farms across the 
UK.  Example initiatives include education, energy efficiency, facilities for community halls, and 
playground equipment.  

This Proposed Development, if consented, will contribute £5,000 per MW installed capacity to a 
Community Fund.  Based on an installed capacity of up to 67.2 MW capacity (12 x 5.6 MW 
candidate turbine), this could result in an annual value of £336,000 per annum.  With a 30 year 
operational consent, this could provide over £10.08 million in community benefit.  More detail on 
the socioeconomic benefits of the project can be found in Volume 2:  Chapter 13:  
Socioeconomics Section 13.4 (paragraphs 13.4.20 to 13.4.22). 

Statkraft recognises the importance of the economic benefits to Scotland and the rest of the UK 
from investing in onshore wind generation.  It is expected that the Proposed Development would 
further economic opportunities within the region and would contribute significant income to 
support local services through business rates.   
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It is estimated that, during the construction phase, the Proposed Development will be worth 
approximately £50.4 million to £72 million to the UK economy.  Of that approximately £27.6 
million is expected to be spent within Scotland (national) and approximately £8.7 million0F

1 is 
expected to be spent within Dumfries and Galloway (regional).  It is anticipated that up to 13% of 
planning and development costs for the Proposed Development could be spent in Dumfries and 
Galloway, and 36% of the value in Scotland.  (Renewable UK (2015), Onshore Wind:  Economic 
Impacts 2014). 

Over the last 10 years, Statkraft has invested over £200 million in renewable energy 
infrastructure in Scotland.  Statkraft is fully committed to the Scottish and UK renewable energy 
sector and a net-zero economy. 

1.4 Public Consultation Guidance and Legislation  

Permission for the Proposed Development is being sought under a Section 36 application which 
does not carry a statutory requirement for Pre-Application Consultation (PAC).  However, the 
Applicant recognises the benefits of carrying out early consultation during the planning process 
and considers producing a PAC report as best practice. 

The Scottish Government's Planning Advice Note (PAN) 3/2010 – Community Engagement 
Planning with People, while not applicable to this development type, has been used as a 
framework and guide for carrying out the PAC engagement activity for the Proposed 
Development. 

In response to the COVID-19 pandemic the Scottish Government provided development planning 
and engagement regulations through ' The Town and Country Planning (Emergency Period and 
Extended Period) Regulations', which is currently in force until 31 March 2021.  The document 
provides advice on consultation and engagement, whilst there is a ban on public gatherings and 
there is need for physical distancing.  It is stated that stakeholders should be engaged digitally 
and the consultation engagement should involve information in user friendly format on a free, 
publicly accessible website.  Also, the engagement should be enhanced in non-digital 
communication too, which may include placing articles in newspapers circulated locally, expanding 
contact with community councils, or letters to households in areas where there are significant 
proposals for change.  It should be made clear if there are mechanisms for people to obtain 
copies of the engagement materials offline, as well as the ability for them to submit comments by 
post.  These regulations have been adhered to during the PAC. 

For the Proposed Development engagement activities have concentrated on community councils 
within approximately 10 km area of the site located within Dumfries and Galloway as the host 
local authority to the Proposed Development.  To the north of the Proposed Development beyond 
the operational Kilgallioch wind farm lies South Ayrshire Council and the Community Council area 
of Barrhill.  Regardless of the Council Administration area, all properties and business within this 
area of the Proposed Development were mailed to seek residents' views on the Proposed 
Development (See Appendix 2).  

 

1 Both £27.6 million nationally and £8.7 million regionally are high estimates calculated based on information from Renewables UK (2015) Onshore 
Wind: Economic Impacts 2014. 
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During the pre-application stage of this Proposed Development the aim has been to enable the 
local community and those with an interest in the proposal a clear opportunity to provide 
comment and feedback prior to submitting a planning application.  The report sets out the 
background and details of the pre-application public exhibition process carried out by the 
Applicant in the preparation of the Section 36 application and how the feedback received has 
resulted in any modifications to the development.  

1.5 Report Structure 

Following the introductory section, the reminder of this report comprises the following sections: 

• Section 1.0 Introduction; 
• Section 2.0 Consultation Measures: 

Describes the various types of consultation undertaken for the Proposed Development; 
• Section 3.0 Virtual Public Exhibition Dates: 

Describes the consultation process undertaken for the Virtual Exhibition in August/ September 
2020; 

• Section 4 Engagement After Public Exhibition and Consultation Period; 
• Section 5. Response to consultation comments; and  
• Section 6 Conclusions: 

Describes how the consultation process has influence the design of the Proposed Development. 
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2. CONSULTATION MEASURES 

2.1 Consultation Measures Review  

The Scottish Government's Planning Advice Note (PAN) 3/2010 – Community Engagement 
Planning with People which provides guidelines for Pre-Application Consultation have been used as 
a framework for the engagement activity for this Proposed Development.  

PAN 3/2010 stipulates that community engagement should be meaningful and proportionate and 
take place at an early stage to influence the shape of proposals.  PAN 3/2010 uses National 
Standards for Community Engagement, developed by Communities Scotland, as its structure.  

It further states, "Effective engagement with the public can lead to better plans, better decisions 
and more satisfactory outcomes and can help to avoid delays in the planning process. It also 
improves confidence in the fairness of the planning system."  

This provided a useful framework to help plan, monitor and evaluate community engagement in 
relation to this development. 

Table 2.2: An overview of Community Engagement Planning with People - consultation stages 

Standard PAN 3/2010 Standard Activities Undertaken 

1 
Involvement: Identify and involve the 
people and organisations who have an 
interest in the focus of the engagement 

• The community councils, development trusts and 
local politicians for the Proposed Development were 
identified and contacted with information about the 
Proposed Development; 

• Offer made to Community Councils to host virtual 
meetings or a special meeting on the project; 

• Dedicated website with contact details; 
• Virtual exhibition 24 August – 18 September 2020; 

and  
• Brochure sent to 900 residents and businesses within 

approximately 10 km of the Site.  

2 
Support: Identify and overcome any 
barriers to involvement 

• Able to communicate with the project team via 
interactive website, email, letter and telephone;  

• Accessible virtual Public Exhibition; 
• Direct mail with freepost feedback form; 
• The exhibitions were advertised in the Dumfries & 

Galloway Standard and online on the Stranraer & 
Wigtownshire Free Press. 

3 
Planning: Gather evidence of need and 
resources to agree purpose, scope and 
actions 

• The scope of the statutory and non-statutory 
consultation was set out in the Scoping Report;  

• Contact with community councils and further 
stakeholders outlining proposed approach. 

4 
Methods: Agree and use methods of 
engagement that are fit for purpose 

• Information presented on the Proposed Development 
website, accessible to interested parties; 

• Methods of engagement outlined in Scoping, issued to 
Community Councils; 

• A virtual public exhibition providing residents and 
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Standard PAN 3/2010 Standard Activities Undertaken 

interested groups an opportunity to meet and interact 
with the project team, allowing discussion and 
feedback. 

5 
Working Together: Agree and use clear 
procedures that enable participants to 
work together effectively and efficiently 

• PAC process enabled Statkraft to listen and take on 
board comments from interested parties and use 
responses to influence design; 

• Encouraged use of virtual meetings, feedback forms 
and exhibition to receive input;  

• Project contact information provided on all public 
documentation, including a dedicated website. 

6 
Sharing Information: Ensure necessary 
information is communicated between 
the participants 

• Interaction opportunity at virtual exhibition and follow 
up with any questions and provided further 
information; 

• Follow up with queries after Community Council 
presentations. 

• Provided Consultation Report for Community Councils 
and the public following feedback from community 
engagement events. 

7 
Working with Others: Work effectively 
with others with an interest 

• Interaction and comments from residents and 
community councils followed up recommendations 
such as reviewing Kirkcowan Community Action Plan 
and shared ownership roundtables. 

8 
Improvement: Develop the skills, 
knowledge and confidence of the 
participants 

• Experienced team - project manager, EIA team 
members, landscape architect attended the public 
consultation event to provide information requested 
by visitors to the exhibition; 

• Project Manager presentation at online Community 
Council meetings. 

9 
Feedback: Feedback results to the wider 
community and agencies affected   

• A summary of exhibitions provided to stakeholders 
such as community councils and local politicians via 
letter update and summary document; 

• Responses direct to every feedback form (if GDPR 
allowed) 

• Dialogue with individuals with specific queries, posed 
before or during the consultation process, with 
responses to queries. 

• Provided Consultation Report for Community Councils 
and the public (published on website) following 
feedback from community engagement events. 

10 

Monitoring and Evaluation: Monitor and 
evaluate whether engagement achieves 
its purpose and meets the national 
standards for community engagement 

• Compliance with COVID-19 legislation and follow best 
practice as set out in PAC Report. 
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2.2 Pre-Application Meetings 

In advance of the Scoping Request and contacting the communities, we contacted Dumfries & 
Galloway Council and the Energy Consents Unit to check that they were prepared and had 
capacity for the Scoping Request due to COVID-19.  Both confirmed capacity for the Scoping 
Request to be submitted. 

In relation to Dumfries & Galloway Council, the Applicant arranged to meet the Major 
Developments Team Leader on the 22 January 2020 to introduce the Proposed Development.  A 
further virtual meeting was held on 21 August 2020 to provide an update on the design evolution.  

In addition, the Applicant held a pre-application meeting with the Scottish Government Energy 
Consents Unit on the 24 February 2020. 

2.3 Scoping  

A Scoping Report (ECU00002042) was submitted to the Energy Consents Unit on 7 May 2020 for 
the construction and operation of the Proposed Development.  A Scoping Opinion was requested 
under terms of regulation 12 of the Electricity Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) 
(Scotland) Regulation 2017, as amended ('the EIA regulations'). 

The Scoping Report went live on the Energy Consents Unit website on the 11 May 2020 with 
Statutory and Non-Statutory consultees consulted as part of the formal scoping process. 

This PAC report outlines the engagement with Community Councils.  Summaries of the statutory 
consultees' responses are provided in EIAR Volume 4: Technical Appendix 1.1: Consultation 
Register. 

2.4 Community Councils  

Statkraft wrote to Community Councils on the 19 May 2020 around the same time the Scoping 
Report was published on the Energy Consents Unit portal.  The purpose of the letter was to, 
directly introduce Statkraft and the proposal to the Community Councils, and offer a virtual 
meeting or to attend a future virtual community council meeting.  A short presentation with maps 
of the Site and the redline boundary was included with the introduction letter.  The letter and 
presentation can be found in Appendix 3.   

• Kirkcowan Community Council (host community council); 
• New Luce Community Council (host community council); and  
• Old Luce Community Council (neighbouring community council). 

All three community councils acknowledged our introduction letter by email and we also followed 
up with phone calls to introduce the plans.   

Old Luce Community Council requested a presentation and we provided a full zoom presentation 
and answered questions on the Proposed Development on 29 June 2020.   

On 3 July 2020, following contact from Cree Valley Community Council (neighbouring community 
council), we sent the presentation and an introduction letter to Cree Valley Community Council 
and outlined how to provide a Scoping response to the Scottish Government.  We attended a 
virtual Cree Valley Community Council meeting on 14 July 2020 and provided a full zoom 
presentation and answered questions on the plans.  It is possible the access route and the cable 
route for the Proposed Development will fall within the Cree Valley Community Council area. 
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We recorded a full presentation of the plans and emailed a link to Kirkcowan Community Council 
and New Luce Community Council to ensure all community councils had similar information at the 
start of the process.  New Luce provided a response to the Scoping Report on 10 September 2020 
please see Appendix 3a for response. 

At the start of the virtual consultation, New Luce Community Council highlighted that they had not 
received a Scoping Request from the Scottish Government (due to an incorrect email address) 
although they had received Statkraft's email updates from May 2020 onwards.  It was confirmed 
that their Scoping response will be taken into account by the Energy Consents Unit and Statkraft 
received a copy of the Scoping response, which has provided helpful feedback in relation to the 
proposals. 

2.5 Elected Representatives 

Local Ward Councillors for Mid-Galloway and Wigtown West were written to at the time of the 
Scoping Report (May 2020) to inform them of the plans. We also provided a short presentation 
with the introduction letter with maps of the Site and the redline boundary and offered a virtual 
meeting to introduce the plans – Appendix 4. 

We wrote to the Mid-Galloway and Wigtown West ward members and the local MSP at the start of 
the virtual consultation to highlight the exhibition and to invite them to take part. 

2.6 Website 

Our approach has been to provide information and consult with local residents and community 
representatives at an early stage of the process and provide a line of communication throughout 
the consultation process.    

The project website (www.artfield-forest.co.uk) was set up earlier than usual in the project 
development, at the same time as the Scoping Request was submitted, due to the project team 
being unable to meet local residents and community representatives in person.  The website 
provided easy access to all the Proposed Development information and provided a way for the 
Project Team to be contacted while it was not possible for them to be present in the community 
due to COVID-19 (See Appendix 13).  

The project website included short video introductions of some of the team members, an FAQ 
section, project maps, a timeline of the project and contact details.  A 10 minute presentation of 
the project was uploaded too, providing members of the public and community groups with an 
interactive presentation of the initial plans. 

Results of Website activity from 22 May (when the website was first published) to 31 December 
2020 include: 

• Over 900 visits were recorded to the website 
• Approximately 500 people visited the site with nearly 50% viewing multiple pages 
• 142 documents downloads 
• 69 views of the video by the Project Manager Tom Walker, introducing the project. 
• 126 views of the FAQs  

2.7 Virtual Public Exhibition  

A Virtual Public Exhibition was held for the Proposed Development between 24 August and 
18 September 2020. 

Further information about the Exhibition is presented in the Section 3 of the report.   

http://www.artfield-forest.co.uk/
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3. VIRTUAL PUBLIC EXHIBITION 

3.1 Background  

In line with the guidance issued under the regulations in relation to COVID-19 pandemic the 
Public Exhibition was held online via a dedicated consultation website set up for this purpose. 

The online public consultation was held from 24 August to 18 September 2020 at www.artifield-
forest.co.uk.  The event was publicised in various ways to ensure as many local residents knew 
about the development so should they choose, they could engage in the planning process.   

3.2 Community Council Invite and Notification Letter to Virtual Public Exhibition  

A letter was issued to host and neighbouring Community Councils at the start of the consultation 
to highlight the consultation and inviting them to take part. (See Appendix 5). 

Community Councils also publicised the consultation via their Facebook and webpages, helping to 
inform local residents about the Proposed Development.  (See Appendix 6) 

3.3 Ward Member and Elected Representative Invite and Notification Letter to Virtual Public 
Exhibition  

A letter was issued to Ward Councillors at the start of the consultation to highlight the 
consultation and inviting them to take part. (See Appendix 7 and Appendix 8). 

3.4 Newspapers Adverts and Social Media Adverts 

The public notice (see Appendix 9) was published in the Dumfries & Galloway Standard newspaper 
on Friday 21 August 2020 and Tuesday 25 August 2020.  This notice also provided an email 
address and contact details so that readers could contact Statkraft if they had any comments 
relating to the Proposed Development. 

The Stranraer & Wigtonshire Free Press ceased to produce a hard copy during the COVID-19 
lockdown.  Therefore an online advert was placed on Stranraer & Wigtownshire Free Press social 
media.  The advert was a 'pinned' on their Facebook page for a week from Monday 24 August 
2020.  The Advert had several 'likes' and 'shares'.  (See Appendix 9). 

A number of 'Tweets' were also posted on the Statkraft UK Twitter account to promote the 
exhibition and particular times that members of the Project Team were available to discuss the 
project or answer any questions for those attending the exhibition (See Appendix 10). 

3.5 Online Exhibition Invitation to Households and Businesses 

In advance of the Exhibition, invitations (see Appendix 11) were distributed to over 900 homes 
within approximately 10 km of the Site which included the villages of Glenluce, New Luce and 
Kirkcowan and Glenluce (see Appendix 2 for invitation distribution area).  The invitation provided 
details of how to take part in the online consultation. 

3.6 Online and Offline Feedback Forms 

The invitation to the online exhibition provided residents of the 900 homes the opportunity to 
provide feedback on the project (see Appendix 11).  The 'hard copy' of the feedback card was 
accompanied by a freepost envelope.  For respondents who preferred to provide their thoughts 
via the consultation website, details of the online form where provided 

http://www.artifield-forest.co.uk/
http://www.artifield-forest.co.uk/
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3.7 Verbal Communication  

A project hotline continues to be available to residents to speak to a member of the Project Team.  
During the exhibition period the option to request a call back was also provided.  

When hosting online meetings to discuss the project, an option to dial in via a mobile or landline 
has always been provided to attendees. 

3.8 Digital First Approach 

A separate website was set up to host the Virtual Exhibition, which could be accessed any time 
over a 4 week period, via a link from the Proposed Development project website.  The virtual 
exhibition sought to replicate the type of information and materials available at a physical 
exhibition, see Appendix 12 for Brochure that was available online.  This included: 

• Exhibition boards - information you would usually find at a village hall exhibition online.  This 
covered (1) Information on the developer (2) An overview of the Proposed Development, 
including layout, transport route (3) Several key viewpoints - visualisations based on the EIA 
Scoping layout (4) An overview of the Environmental Impact Assessment process (5) 
Community Benefit, Construction opportunities and Community Ownership Information; 

• Pre-recorded videos introducing the project and some of the project team as well videos on 
key aspects of the project;  

• Extensive FAQ section on the project to help inform residents when they arrive on the 
consultation website (see Appendix 13 for example screen shots from the website);  

• Multiple key view points with 'sliders' to see current landscape and then a photomontage of 
how the landscape would look with the proposed project to allow residents to compare and 
contrast the current landscape with that of the proposed project;  

• Live Q&A sessions - giving residents the opportunity to have live interactive chat with the 
project team – these took place on 3 September 2020, 11am – 1pm and 5pm – 7pm and on 
18 September 2020, 11am – 1pm.  This ensured time slots in the afternoon and evening to 
provide members of the public with the best opportunity at which to attend; 

• Request an appointment; A 'ring back' service to allow members of the public to have a 
dedicated chat with our team at a date/ time suitable to them; and  

• An opportunity to leave comments through online feedback forms.  

The aim of the public exhibitions was to provide an opportunity for the community to view the 
Proposed Development and gain valuable feedback on the project.  
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4. ENGAGEMENT AFTER VIRTUAL PUBLIC EXHIBITION AND 
CONSULTATION PERIOD 

4.1 Letters/ Emails to Feedback Card Respondents 

All individuals who left comments and asked questions via the feedback forms (online or offline) 
have been responded to directly (where GDPR has allowed - for individuals who ticked the box not 
to be contacted in their feedback form, we have included general responses on our website).  
Please see Appendix 14 for examples of responses to these communications. 

4.2 Community Councils  

Regular contact was kept with Community Councils to provide updates on the project generally 
and to progress topics identified through feedback forms to be of particular interest to the local 
communities i.e. Shared Ownership and Broadband. 

4.3 Feedback Report  

We received over 223 webpage views on the separate and dedicated website set up to host the 
virtual public exhibition website from 24 August to 16 November, with several call backs and 
online forms completed.  We have also received 64 feedback forms and 6 online forms completed, 
with over half outlining general support for the proposals.   

The online and postal feedback form contained several questions: 
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Topics and questions raised through the consultation have been addressed in the EIA Report for 
the Proposed Development. 

A copy of the Feedback Report was sent to local Community Councils and elected representatives 
in December 2020.  Examples of the communications sent and a copy of the full report can be 
found at Appendix 15. 
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5. RESPONSE TO CONSULTATION COMMENTS 

5.1 Key Issues Raised during the Consultation  

The public consultation and engagement programme for the project has adapted to cope with the 
restrictions caused by the COVID-19 pandemic.  Members of the local community have been 
provided with several opportunities to engage with the project and several ways to provide 
feedback. 

A summary of comments can be found in the table below - supportive comments focused on the 
project being a good location, good for the local communities and in favour of harnessing 
renewable energy.  Negative comments focused on the cumulative impact of the proposed 
turbines and potential habitat/ wildlife impact. 

General comments raised on feedback forms during the virtual exhibitions and online meetings/ 
calls pre- and post-exhibition along with Statkraft's response to these are contained below.   

‘Get on with it’ 

‘Onshore wind farms are the future’ 

‘There are already 6 wind farms in the area blighting the landscape and no more is needed’ 

‘Will there be employment for local people?’ 

‘I would be interested how you propose to protect bird life?’ 

‘Would you consider local electricity discount scheme’ 

5.2 Responding to Issues Raised 

Table 5.1 below outlines the comments received and the Developer's response to the main 
queries and issues raised during the Consultation period. 

Table 5.1: Comments Received and the Developer's Response 

Topic Comment Received Developer's Response 

Cumulative 

Several respondents raised 
concerns about the potential 
cumulative impact of the project 
in the area. 

The majority of feedback showed 
residents felt that this was a 
good location for a wind farm. 

As developers it is good to hear and understand what 
local people think of wind farm developments in the 
area. The challenge for developers and for the 
Proposed Development is to find the right balance 
between maximising the electricity output of a site and 
blending in with the existing landscape. 

The cumulative impact of the project will be assessed 
in detail as part of the application, and all of these 
assessments will be made available in the application 
(and on our website). 

If we are to become a low carbon economy we need 
more onshore wind turbines. Wind turbine technology 
has progressed rapidly in recent years, which means 
we will make faster progress towards a low carbon 
economy.   

The possible cumulative effects of a project are also 
fully considered by planning officers and will be taken 
into account by Dumfries & Galloway Council and the 
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Topic Comment Received Developer's Response 

Energy Consents Unit.  

We have moved the turbines to the north of the Site, 
reducing the visual and noise impacts on residential 
properties and which consolidates the emergent 
pattern of development, 'infilling' between Kilgallioch 
(and Kilgallioch Extension), Airies (and Airies II). This 
addresses the main feedback from communities around 
cumulative impact while developing a coherent 
scheme.  

With the identification of a preferred development area 
and consideration of other environmental constraints, 
there has been a reduction from scoping, from 20 to 12 
turbines. 

Wildlife 
Will the project impact on local 
wildlife? 

Independent experts have carried out detailed on-site 
wildlife surveys and rigorously assessed the potential 
effects on birds, sensitive habitats and on protected 
species, including but not limited to bats and water 
voles.  Biodiversity was a key consideration at the 
project design stage, and subsequently significant 
adverse impacts on wildlife and important habitats will 
be minimised through careful design. 

All the reports which can be made publicly available in 
relation to wildlife will be included with the application 
documents.  Some information in relation to sensitive 
species is confidential and can only be shared with 
particular statutory consultees. 

Forestry 
Will there be tree felling at the 
Site? 

The Proposed Development is situated within an 
extensive area of commercial forestry whereby felling 
and replanting is common. If the Proposed 
Development is consented, some tree felling will be 
required to facilitate the wind farm infrastructure, but 
we will seek to minimise felling. In Scotland, there is 
also a legal requirement to replant any felled areas 
which are to be kept clear for the duration of the wind 
farm.  The legal requirement will be fulfilled for the 
Proposed Development, and detailed information on 
the proposed replanting will be publicly available in the 
application documents. 

Community 
Benefit Fund/ 
Shared 
Ownership 
Opportunity 

Interest was raised regarding 
how the community benefit 
package would work – in 
particular a local energy discount 
scheme due to similar schemes in 
the area. 

Community benefit is not part of the planning process 
and this is made clear in all of our discussions with 
community or other representatives. 

Statkraft will interact separately to the planning 
process regarding a community benefit fund.  Following 
Scottish Government principles the commitment of 
£5,000 per MW of installed capacity has been made 
and is open to the community on how best to take 
forward discussions.   
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Topic Comment Received Developer's Response 

Statkraft aim to have maximum flexibility regarding 
how community funds are being used, as it is 
recognised communities best understand how funds 
could be utilised to meet local needs and ambitions. 

The ideas in relation to an electricity discount scheme 
will be passed across to community councils and if an 
electricity discount scheme, or similar, is preferred by 
communities this can then be considered in detail. 

The Community Benefit Fund is separate to the Shared 
Ownership opportunity of the project.  The majority of 
respondents either showed interest or were unsure 
about Shared Ownership.  To address this an 
information session was held with Local Energy 
Scotland for interested communities to provide more 
information about this opportunity in December 2020. 

Broadband/ 
connectivity 

How can the project improve 
broadband in the local area? 

Bringing improved broadband to the area is of the 
interest to the majority of the respondents.  High 
quality broadband is required to operate wind farms, 
including the Proposed Development, should it be 
consented.   

Statkraft are the only developer to commit to funding a 
broadband feasibility study for each of its onshore wind 
farm development projects. This will assess the 
potential for fibre and wireless line of sight broadband 
required for an operational wind farm, to benefit the 
local and wider community as well.  If there is an 
opportunity for our wind farms to help improve 
broadband connections for residents/ businesses in the 
area, then we would be happy to explore this with the 
community.  

We have commissioned a feasibility study and feedback 
received has shown there is significant interest from 
local respondents to improve broadband in the area.  
These discussions will be followed up in 2021. 

Local 
Suppliers 

Will there be any opportunities 
for local businesses? 

Statkraft are committed to working with the local 
supply chain and is already working with several 
Dumfries and Galloway companies on the construction 
of our Windy Rig and Twentyshilling Hill Projects. 

As an existing member of Dumfries & Galloway 
Chamber of Commerce, work will continue with them 
and other business groups in the area to ensure local 
suppliers are aware of the opportunities from our 
projects.  Local businesses have been invited to 
register their details on or Local Supplier Database. 

Should the project gain consent, 'Meet the Developer' 
events for businesses will be organised. 
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6. CONCLUSIONS 

6.1 Key Outcomes  

Feedback from consultations at the scoping stage and virtual exhibition meetings have helped 
inform the iterative design process of the Proposed Development, as outlined in EIAR Volume 2: 
Chapter 3:  

6.2 Design Evolution and Alternatives. 

The key issues raised and the way they have been addressed are summarised below: 

Cumulative 

The Proposed Development has reduced in size from 20 turbines at scoping to 12 at the point of 
exhibition and submission.  The turbines have been moved to the north of the Site, reducing the 
visual and noise impacts on residential properties. The turbine array positioning consolidates the 
emerging pattern of development by locating turbines to the north and west within the Site, 
'infilling' between the surrounding cumulative development and increasing the separation from 
key landscape, residential properties and transport corridors. 

Environmental 

A number of environmental studies that have informed the design of the Site have addressed the 
environmental queries raised during the consultation phase.   

The completion of the constraints mapping, which was informed by environmental studies have 
resulted in a reduction of proposed turbines from 20 to 12.  

Community Benefits 

While recognising that Community Benefits are not considered material in the planning decision 
for this development a number of suggestions and queries were raised during the consultation 
phase.  The ideas submitted about how Community Benefit Funds could be used within the 
community are being gathered and will be shared with Community Councils for future 
consideration.  Residents indicated interest in finding out more about shared ownership and 
broadband opportunities.  An initial meeting has been held regarding shared ownership with Local 
Energy Scotland (December 2020) (see Appendix 16). 

Concerns and questions raised by members of the public at the Public Exhibitions and throughout 
the development process have been addressed through the assessments presented in the EIA. 

The pre-application consultation carried out for the Proposed Development was open, transparent 
and in line with the Scottish Government's guidelines under Development Procedures and PAN 
3/2010 and following relevant COVID-19 legislation. 

The design of the Proposed Development has evolved during the project, including in response to 
the PAC process.  The engagement with the local community has been proportionate and a 
constructive consultation process has helped us to understand and address concerns. 

We would like to put on record our thanks to the community councils and local residents for their 
input and time in the planning process to date and look forward to continuing to work with them 
going forward. 
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6.3 Community Engagement Following S36 Application Submission 

Statkraft, on behalf of Artfield Forest Wind Farm Limited, is committed to continuing engagement 
with the surrounding communities and residents throughout the S36 process and will continue to 
respond to any feedback or queries received from the community. 

We aim to continue our discussions on shared ownership and broadband with the surrounding 
community councils in 2021. 

The Developer will continue to follow all Scottish Government advice in relation to COVID-19 and 
will offer conference calls, video calls to the community councils and interested residents and 
groups once the application is submitted. 

The S36 application documents will also be published on the project website www.artfield-
forest.co.uk.  The website will also continue to be updated with progress i.e. such as any planned 
events. 

http://www.artfield-forest.co.uk/
http://www.artfield-forest.co.uk/
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7. APPENDICES 

Appendix 1:  Consultation Engagement Timeline 

Appendix 2:  Map of Consultation Mailing Area for Artfield Forest Wind Farm 

Appendix 3:  Community Council Letters and Presentation introducing Artfield Forest sent out in 
May, June and July 2020. 

Appendix 3a:  New Luce Community Council Scoping Response September 2020 

Appendix 4:  Example of Elected Representatives Scoping Communication and Presentation May 
2020. 

Appendix 5:  Example of Public Exhibition Invitation to Local Community Councils  

Appendix 6:  Example of Public Exhibition being advertised on Local Community Council Social 
Media 

Appendix 7:  Example of invite to Elected Representatives to Public Exhibition  

Appendix 8:  MSP Letter August 2020 

Appendix 9:  Public Notice Adverts:  Newspaper and Social Media 

Appendix 10:  Tweets promoting online exhibition  

Appendix 11:  Mailing: Invitation to online exhibition and feedback form 

Appendix 12:  Public Exhibition Brochure or Boards 

Appendix 13:  Example Screen Shots from Project Website 

Appendix 14:  Examples of communication to feedback card respondents. 

Appendix 15:  Public Consultation Report Issued to Community Councils 

Appendix 16:  Copy of sample email to CC regarding Round Table for Shared Ownership 
Discussions 



APPENDIX 1:  CONSULTATION ENGAGEMENT TIMELINE 
 
Date Activity 
22.01.2020 Members of the Project Team met with the Major Developments Team Leader at 

Dumfries & Galloway Council to introduce the Proposed Development 
24.02.2020 Members of the Project Team held a pre application meeting with the Scottish 

Government Energy Consents Unit on the 24th February 2020. 
19.05.2020 Wrote to Community Councils of Kirkcowan, New Luce, Old Luce following 

publication of the Scoping Report on the ECU website (11.05.2020) including a 
presentation (Appendix 3 sets out this communication that was sent out in May, 
June and July as noted below) 

19.05.2020 Elected Representatives including local Councillors and MSP’s etc were written to 
at the time of submitting the scoping report. (Appendix 4 sets out this 
communication that was sent out in May) 

22.05.2020 Project website launched.  (www.artfield-forest.co.uk)  
May onwards Follow up phone calls to Community Councils of Kirkcowan, New Luce and Old 

Luce Community Council. 
29/06/2020 Old Luce Community Council requested a presentation and we provided a full 

zoom presentation and answered questions on the plan on 29 June 2020.  A copy 
of the presentation can be found in Appendix 3. 

03/07/2020 On 3 July 2020, following contact from Cree Valley Community Council 
(neighbouring community council), we sent the presentation and an introduction 
letter to Cree Valley Community Council and outlined how to provide a Scoping 
response to the Scottish Government.  Please see Appendix 3. 

13/07/2020 Communication with Kirkcowan Community Council, New Luce Community 
Council with a copy of presentation delivered to Old Luce Community Council 
virtual meeting on 29.06.2020. 

13/07/2020 We recorded a full presentation of the plans and emailed a link to Kirkcowan 
Community Council and New Luce Community Council to ensure all community 
councils had similar information at the start of the process. 

14/07/2020 We attended a virtual Cree Valley Community Council meeting on 14 July 2020 
and provided a full zoom presentation and answered questions on the plans. 

10/08/2020 Email to Finlay Carson MSP introducing the project.  Appendix 7. 
21/08/2020 Members of the Project Team met with the Major Developments Team Leader at 

Dumfries & Galloway Council to provide an update on the design evolution of the 
Proposed Development 

21/08/2020 Email Invitation to Community Councils Kirkcowan, New Luce, Old Luce and Cree 
Valley to online virtual consultation 24th August – 18th September including an 
electronic copy of the Invitation to the Virtual Online Exhibition was included in with 
the email Appendix 5.  Community Councils kindly shared the invite on their 
Facebook pages, Appendix 6. 

21/08/2020 Email sent to Elected Members including an electronic copy of the invitation 
brochure to the Virtual Online Exhibition Appendix 7. 

21/08/2020 Public Notice for the Exhibition published in the Dumfries & Galloway Standard 
Newspaper (Appendix 9) 

23/08/2020 Old Luce Community Council Facebook page – Posted Invite on the Facebook 
page and provided link to Consultation Website (Appendix 6) 

August 2020 Mailing sent to over 900 homes and businesses within 10km of the site  
Map of the Mailing area please see - Appendix 2 
Copy of the mailing – please see Appendix 11 

24/08/2020 New Luce Community Council highlighted that they had not received a Scoping 
Request from the Scottish Government (due to an incorrect email address) They 
had received Statkraft’s email updates from May 2020 onwards.  It was confirmed 
that their Scoping response will be taken into account by the Energy Consents Unit 
and Statkraft received a copy of the Scoping response, which has provided helpful 
feedback in relation to the proposals. 

http://www.artfield-forest.co.uk/


24/08/2020 Stranraer & Wigtonshire Free Press Facebook Advert (hard copy of paper has not 
been published during lockdown). Appendix 9 

24/08/2020 Statkraft UK Tweet for public exhibition going live.  Appendix 10 
25/08/2020 Public Notice for the Exhibition published in the Dumfries & Galloway Standard 

Newspaper. Appendix 9 
3/09/2020 Statkraft UK Tweet for public exhibition. Appendix 10. 
3/09/2020 Online Virtual exhibition date and time – Session 1 – 11am – 1pm and 5pm – 7pm 
 Materials at Public Exhibition/Online Website Appendix 12 
18/09/2020 Statkraft UK Tweet for public exhibition.  Appendix 10. 
18/09/2020 Online Virtual exhibition date and time – Session 2 – 11am – 1pm 
06/11/2020 Emails and Letters sent to Respondents to the Feedback Forms (online and 

hardcopy) in line with GDPR. Appendix 14. 
23/11/2020 Update email sent to community councils post exhibition outlining the next steps; 

report to come; set up round tables for Shared Ownership and Broadband.  
16/12/2020 Meeting regarding Shared Ownership Presentation to a number of Community 

Groups and recorded; New Luce CC;  Old Luce CC; Cree Valley CC – Appendix 
16 

23/12/2020 Shared Ownership Presentation link shared with Kirkcowan Community Council 
23/12/20201 Exhibition consultation report sent to Community Councils (Kirkcowan; Old Luce, 

New Luce and Cree Valley) and Ward Councillors Hagmann, Inglis, McCamon, 
McColm (Appendix 15) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



APPENDIX 2:  MAP OF CONSULTATION MAILING AREA FOR ARTFIELD FOREST WIND FARM 

  



 



APPENDIX 3:  COMMUNITY COUNCIL LETTERS AND PRESENTATION INTRODUCING ARTFIELD FOREST 
SENT OUT MAY, JUNE and JULY 2020 

This is an example of communications sent across this time period to Community Councils. 

  



  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



APPENDIX 3A:  NEW LUCE COMMUNITY COUNCIL SCOPING REPORT RESPONSE – 10 SEPTEMBER 
2020 
 

 
 
The key points raised in this response have been addressed within the EIA Report, but outlined here 
for completeness. 
 
Point raised Developer’s Response EIAR Reference 
Provision of layout details of the 
proposed development 

Presentations and layouts have been 
provided to the public through various 
forums throughout the consultation 
period.  
 

Volume 2 Chapter 2: 
Development 
Description;  
Volume 3a Figure 2.1. 
 

Archaeological sites within the 
development area  

Publicly available LiDAR data only 
provides partial coverage of the Site and 
areas that are covered are largely 

Volume 2 Chapter 6: 
Archaeology and 
Cultural Heritage 



Point raised Developer’s Response EIAR Reference 
outwith the Proposed Development 
footprint. The exception to this is an 
area covering the construction 
compound and the upgrading of an 
existing track at the southern extent of 
the Site and an area in the east of the 
Site near the proposed location of 
Borrow Pit 3. No previously unrecorded 
features of archaeological interest were 
identified via LiDAR in these potential 
areas of impact. 
 
The potential for impacts upon 
archaeological remains within the 
development area not currently covered 
by Lidar has been assessed through 
review of known heritage assets (as 
recorded by DGC Historic Environment 
Record and the National Record of the 
Historic Environment), map regression 
and a walkover survey. Where possible 
known remains have been avoided by 
the Proposed Development. Where this 
has not been possible mitigation 
measures have been put forward to 
ensure minimisation of impact or to 
ensure that assets will be preserved by 
record in line with best practice 
guidelines. Given the potential for 
hitherto unknown remains, particularly of 
a post-medieval date, to survive on Site, 
mitigation including an Archaeological 
Watching Brief will also aim to identify 
any such remains and to ensure that 
impact is avoided, minimised or offset 
by ensuring preservation by record.  
Details of mitigation would be agreed 
with DGC in consultation through a 
Written Scheme of Investigation. 

Locations of the turbines Turbine locations have been provided to 
the public through various forums 
throughout the consultation period. 

Volume 2 Chapter 2: 
Development 
Description;  
Volume 3a Figure 2.1. 
 

Gap to the North There has been a drive to move the 
scheme north, away from the residential 
and more settled areas to the south.   
By moving the turbines to the north of 
the site,  it reduces the visual and noise 
impacts on residential properties and 
ensures the total cumulative noise limits 
derived in accordance with best practice 
guidance would not be exceeded.  The 
turbine array also consolidates the 
emergent pattern of development, 
‘infilling’ between Kilgallioch (and 
Kilgallioch Extension), Airies (and Airies 
II). This addresses the main feedback 
from communities around cumulative 

Volume 2 Chapter 3: 
Design Evolution and 
Alternatives 



Point raised Developer’s Response EIAR Reference 
impact while developing a coherent 
scheme.  
 

Gap to the South Turbines 18,19 and 20 have been 
dropped from the initial layout and 
therefore this gap is maintained. 

Volume 2 Chapter 3: 
Design Evolution and 
Alternatives 

 
 
 



APPENDIX 4:  EXAMPLE OF ELECTED REPRESENTATIVES SCOPING COMMUNICATION AND 
PRESENTATION MAY 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



APPENDIX 5:  EXAMPLE OF PUBLIC EXHIBITION INVITATION TO LOCAL COMMUNITY COUNCILS 

 

Kirkcowan, New Luce, Old Luce, Cree Valley (21 August) - copy of brochure included as an attachment. 

 

I hope that this email finds you well.  

I appreciate my colleague Tom has previously emailed regarding our Artfield Forest Wind Farm 
proposals. 

We wanted to let you know that we will start a virtual consultation for our Artfield Forest Wind 
Farm project on 24 August until 18 September 2020 and we will launch a consultation website 
on Monday the 24 August - it can be accessed by going to our current project website 
www.artfield-forest.co.uk and a link will be available on the main landing page from Monday.   

We have written to over 900 households within 10km of the proposals to highlight the 
consultation (letters will be arriving shortly at the start of the consultation).  Attached is the 
invitation brochure that we have sent out, along with a feedback form and a freepost return 
envelope.  We have also taken an advert online with the Stranraer & Wigtownshire Free Press 
and also adverts in the Dumfries & Galloway Standard to highlight the consultation.  The online 
consultation is in line with Scottish Government guidance to move exhibition events online due 
to the Covid-19 pandemic. 

The consultation website will have exhibition board style information that you would find at a 
traditional public exhibition as well as photomontages of the project and live Q&A sessions in 
September. 

We appreciate that community council meetings are not possible at the moment but if the 
community council wish to have a virtual meeting to talk through the exhibition information and 
provide feedback, then do let us know and we would be happy to set something up later in 
August or September. 

Many thanks for your time and we hope that you and the community are well during these times. 

Kind regards, 

John 

 

 

http://www.artfield-forest.co.uk/


 

 



APPENDIX 6:  EXAMPLE OF PUBLIC EXHIBITION BEING ADVERTISED ON LOCAL COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
SOCIAL MEDIA  

 

Community Council Social Media Repost – Old Luce Community Council 

Community Councils were provided with a digital copy of the Virtual Consultation Brochure to advertise 
online – Old Luce Community Council uploaded to their Facebook page: 

 





 



APPENDIX 7:  EXAMPLE OF PUBLIC EXHIBITION INVITATION TO ELECTED REPRESENTATIVES  
 
 
Email sent to Ward Members (issued 21 August) with a copy of the brochure  
Dear XXXX,  
I hope that this email finds you well.   
I appreciate my colleague Tom has previously emailed regarding our Artfield Forest Wind Farm 
proposals.  
As a local ward member to the proposals, we wanted to let you know that we will start a virtual 
consultation for our Artfield Forest Wind Farm project on 24 August until 18 September 2020 
and we will launch a consultation website on Monday the 24 August - it can be accessed by 
going to our current project website www.artfield-forest.co.uk and a link will be available on the 
main landing page from Monday.    
We have let local and neighbouring community councils know about the consultation and have 
written to over 900 households within 10km of the proposals (letters will be arriving shortly at the 
start of the consultation).  Attached is the invitation brochure that we have sent out, along with a 
feedback form and a freepost return envelope.  We have also taken an advert online with 
the Stranraer & Wigtownshire Free Press and also adverts in the Dumfries & Galloway Standard 
to highlight the consultation.  The online consultation is in line with Scottish Government 
guidance to move exhibition events online due to the Covid-19 pandemic.  
The consultation website will have exhibition board style information that you would find at a 
traditional public exhibition as well as photomontages of the project and live Q&A sessions in 
September.  
We appreciate you previously outlined to us in May that you do not usually take part in 
planning matters but we wanted to highlight the event for your information and do come back 
with any queries.  
Many thanks for your time and we hope that you and the community are well during these 
times.  
Kind regards,  
John Wallace  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.artfield-forest.co.uk/


 
E mail invitation to Finlay Carson MSP – 21 August, with a copy of the brochure.  
Hi Finlay,  
Hope you're well and have had a chance for some sort of a break during the summer recess!  
  
I am getting in touch on behalf of Statkraft and I appreciate Tom Walker previously got in touch 
with you by email to introduce the Artfield Forest Wind Farm project in your constituency.  
Just to keep you updated, Statkraft will start a virtual consultation for the project on 24 August 
until 18 September 2020 and we will launch a consultation website on Monday the 24 August - it 
can be accessed by going to the current project website www.artfield-forest.co.uk and a link will 
be available on the main landing page from Monday.  
We have let local and neighbouring community councils know (and already met some of the 
community councils via Zoom presentation!) about the consultation and have written to over 900 
households within 10km of the proposals (letters will be arriving shortly at the start of the 
consultation).  Attached is the invitation brochure that we have sent out, along with a feedback 
form and a freepost return envelope.  We have also taken an advert online with the Stranraer & 
Wigtownshire Free Press and also adverts in the Dumfries & Galloway Standard to highlight the 
consultation.  As you will know, the online consultation is in line with Scottish Government 
guidance to move exhibition events online due to the Covid-19 pandemic.  
The consultation website will have exhibition board style information that you would find at a 
traditional public exhibition as well as photomontages of the project, live Q&A sessions in 
September and opportunities for one-to-one calls  
Do come back if you have any queries or would like a chat/virtual meeting but appreciate how 
busy it is at the moment.  
Hope to catch up soon and best wishes,  
Sam  
  
  

 

http://www.artfield-forest.co.uk/


APPENDIX 8:  EXAMPLE OF INVITE TO ELECTED REPRESENTATIVE TO PUBLIC EXHIBITION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



APPENDIX 9:  PUBLIC EXHIBITION ADVERTISEMENTS – PRESS AND SOCIAL MEDIA 
 
Adverts for the exhibition below 

• Two weeks in D&G Standard (hardcopy) - 21 August 2020 and 25 August 2020 editions 
• Pinned advert on Stranraer & Wigtown Free Press Facebook page for one week (hardcopy paper 

stopped printing due to COVID-19) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 
NEWSPAPER PUBLIC NOTICE:  DUMFRIES AND GALLOWAY STANDARD WEEK 1: 21.08.20   
 

 
  



 
NEWSPAPER PUBLIC NOTICE:  DUMFRIES AND GALLOWAY STANDARD WEEK 2: 25.08.20  
 

 
 
  



 
ONLINE PUBLIC NOTICE: STRANRAER AND WIGTOWNSHIRE FREE PRESS 1 WEEK: 24.08.20  
 

 



APPENDIX 10:  TWEETS PROMOTING ONLINE EXHIBITION AND Q&A TIMES  

 

 

 

 



APPENDIX 11:  MAILING: INVITATION TO ARTFIELD FOREST WIND FARM ONLINE CONSULTATION AND 
FEEDBACK FORM 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

APPENDIX 12:  PUBLIC EXHIBITION INFORMATION AVAILABLE ONLINE 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 



APPENDIX 13:  PROJECT WEBSITE – EXAMPLE OF CONTENT 

 

 

 

 



 

 



APPENDIX 14:  RESPONSE TO FEEDBACK CARD RESPONDENTS  
 
 
Artfield Forest Wind Farm consultation – CUMULATIVE EFFECT 
  
Dear REDACTED,  
  
Thank you for taking the time to return the freepost reply card enclosed with information on the 
proposed Artfield Forest Wind Farm. We wrote to over 900 households and businesses located 
within 10km of the proposed project site to inform them of the consultation and we value every 
response.   
  
The Scottish Government has committed Scotland to becoming a net-zero society by 2045 – 
this project will play a key role in that, with the 12 turbines estimated to power the equivalent of 
over 60,000 homes.   
  
As developers, our challenge is to find the right balance between maximising the electricity 
output of a site and blending the project in with the existing landscape.  The operators of wind 
turbines are paid for the electricity they generate and the day to day management aim of an 
operational site is to maximise the output of the turbines. Please be assured that onshore wind 
works - it currently provides more than 70% of Scotland's renewable energy capacity, and is the 
cheapest form of new power generation.  
  
Thank you for letting us know your view on wind farm development in the area. The cumulative 
impact of the project will be assessed in detail as part of the planning application, and all of 
these assessments will be available in the planning application (and on our website).  
  
You indicated you would like to be kept updated with project news, and we will be pleased to keep 
you informed of project progress. You can also register for updates on the project 
website, www.artfield-forest.co.uk. We follow all GDPR guidelines in relation to personal data and 
you can opt out at any time.  
  
We hope to submit an application later this year and will inform you when this takes 
place.  When an application is submitted to the Scottish Government, there is an opportunity for 
members of the public to make their views known.  
  
Yours sincerely,  
 
SIGNATURE REDACTED 
 
Tom Walker  
Senior Project Manager, UK Wind and Solar  
 

 

 

  



Artfield Forest Wind Farm consultation – COMMUNITY BENEFIT FUND 
  
Dear REDACTED,  
  
Thank you for taking the time to return the freepost reply card enclosed with information on the 
proposed Artfield Forest Wind Farm. We wrote to over 900 households and businesses located 
within 10km of the proposed project site to inform them of the consultation and we value every 
response.   
  
The Scottish Government has committed Scotland to becoming a net-zero society by 2045 – 
this project will play a key role in that, with the 12 turbines estimated to power the equivalent of 
over 60,000 homes.   
  
You mention in your response the benefits that come from existing wind farms.  We commit to 
delivering a fund in accordance with Scottish Government guidance, which based on the current 
scheme means the community benefit fund for this project would be £336,000 per annum for the 
lifetime of the project.   
  
We are not prescriptive regarding how the funds are used or the area of benefit. It is up to the 
community to decide this, and this is certainly something you could raise with your local 
Community Council when discussions are progressed on how the fund could be utilised.   
  
In addition to a community fund, we look for other ways our projects can bring meaningful 
benefits to the community such as the potential for improved access to broadband, and using 
local suppliers.  We will be following up on both of these opportunities for this project too.  
  
You indicated you would like to be kept updated with project news, and we will be pleased to keep 
you informed of project progress. You can also register for updates on the project website, 
www.artfield-forest.co.uk . We follow all GDPR guidelines in relation to personal data and you can 
opt out at any time.  
  
We hope to submit an application later this year and will inform you when this takes 
place.  When an application is submitted to the Scottish Government, there is an opportunity for 
members of the public to make their views known.  
  
  
Yours sincerely,  
 
SIGNATURE REDACTED  
 
Tom Walker  
Senior Project Manager, UK Wind and Solar  
 

 

  

http://www.artfield-forest.co.uk/


Artfield Forest Wind Farm consultation – FORESTRY AND WILDLIFE 
  
Dear REDACTED,  
  
Thank you for taking the time to return the freepost reply card enclosed with information on the 
proposed Artfield Forest Wind Farm. We wrote to over 900 households and businesses located 
within 10km of the proposed project site to inform them of the consultation and we value every 
response.   
  
The Scottish Government has committed Scotland to becoming a net-zero society by 2045 – this 
project will play a key role in that, with the 12 turbines estimated to power the equivalent of over 
60,000 homes.   
  
We commit to delivering a Community Benefit Fund in accordance with Scottish Government 
guidance. We estimate a fund from this wind farm based on the current scheme would be 
approximately £336,000 per annum for the lifetime of the project.   
  
We are not prescriptive regarding how the funds are used or the area of benefit, and we will be 
discussing this with local Community Councils. If the project is approved, we encourage you to work 
with your local Community Council to decide how funds are best spent, this 
could include considering your suggestion of an electricity discount scheme. In addition to the 
fund we are also investigating how the project can bring improved access to broadband in the area.   
  
You also noted concern regarding impacts on trees and wildlife. The proposed wind farm is situated 
within an extensive area of commercial forestry whereby felling and replanting is common. If the 
project is consented, some tree felling will be required to facilitate the wind farm infrastructure, but 
we will seek to minimise this forestry loss. In Scotland, there is also a legal requirement to replant 
any felled areas which are to be kept clear for the duration of the wind farm and you may want to 
read more about that here.    
  
In addition, detailed onsite wildlife surveys have been undertaken and the potential effects on birds, 
sensitive habitats and protected species, including bats and water voles, has been rigorously 
assessed. This was a key consideration at the project design stage, and subsequently significant 
adverse impacts on wildlife and important habitats will be avoided through careful planning.   
  
All the reports which we can make publicly available will be with the planning application documents 
and I would be happy to provide any assistance with looking at those when they are 
available.   Some information relating to sensitive species is confidential and this can only 
be shared with particular statutory consultees.   
  
You indicated you would like to be kept updated with project news, and we will be pleased to keep you 
informed of project progress. You can also register for updates on the project website, www.artfield-
forest.co.uk . We follow all GDPR guidelines in relation to personal data and you can opt out at any 
time.  
  
We hope to submit an application later this year and will inform you when this takes place.  When an 
application is submitted to the Scottish Government, there is an opportunity for members of the 
public to make their views known.  
  
Yours sincerely,  
SIGNATURE REDACTED  
Tom Walker  
Senior Project Manager, UK Wind and Solar  

https://www.westminsterenergy.org/sites/default/files/WEF%206%20Nov%20Power%20%26%20Networks%20Webinar%20Speaker%20Slides.pdfhttps:/www.scottishrenewables.com/news/568-number-of-trees-felled-for-wind-farm-construction
http://www.artfield-forest.co.uk/
http://www.artfield-forest.co.uk/


Artfield Forest Wind Farm consultation – SUPPORTING PROJECT 
  
Dear REDACTED,  
  
Thank you for taking the time to return the freepost reply card enclosed with information on the 
proposed Artfield Forest Wind Farm. We wrote to over 900 households and businesses located 
within 10km of the proposed project site to inform them of the consultation and we value every 
response.   
  
The Scottish Government has committed Scotland to becoming a net-zero society by 2045 – 
this project will play a key role in that, with the 12 turbines estimated to power the equivalent of 
over 60,000 homes.   
  
We are pleased to know that you are in support of this project, and we hope that you will 
contribute ideas to utilise the community benefit fund which will be in place for the lifetime of the 
project. Should you wish to discuss any aspect of the project in the meantime, including any 
local concerns there may be, please feel free to contact us.  We value local feedback 
to help shape a project throughout these development phases.   
  
You indicated you would like to be kept updated with project news, and we will be pleased to keep 
you informed of project progress. You can also register for updates on the project 
website, www.artfield-forest.co.uk . We follow all GDPR guidelines in relation to personal data 
and you can opt out at any time.   
  
We hope to submit an application later this year and will inform you when this takes place. When 
an application is submitted to the Scottish Government, there is an opportunity for members of 
the public to make their views known.  
  
  
Yours sincerely,  
 
SIGNATURE REDACTED  
 
Tom Walker  
Senior Project Manager, UK Wind and Solar  
 

 

 

 

  

http://www.artfield-forest.co.uk/


Artfield Forest Wind Farm consultation – LOCAL SUPPLIERS 
  
Dear REDACTED,  
  
Thank you for taking the time to return the freepost reply card enclosed with information on the 
proposed Artfield Forest Wind Farm. We wrote to over 900 households and businesses located 
within 10km of the proposed project site to inform them of the consultation and we value every 
response.   
  
The Scottish Government has committed Scotland to becoming a net-zero society by 2045 – 
this project will play a key role in that, with the 12 turbines estimated to power the equivalent of 
over 60,000 homes.   
  
You asked how many Scottish employees we have, and where the turbines would come from. 
Statkraft is Europe’s largest generator of renewable energy and have been operating in the UK 
since 2006.    
  
We recently opened our Scottish headquarters in Glasgow and have grown from 2 to 10 
employees in one year, in addition to several maintenance technicians at each wind farm site 
across Lanarkshire, the Highlands and Moray. We have over 100 staff employed across the UK 
delivering on all aspects of renewable energy, with further growth expected.   
  
Regarding turbine manufacturers, we would like to have a choice of UK turbine suppliers, but 
the countries that adopted the technology when it was first established are the main global 
suppliers today, such as Vestas in Denmark and Enercon in Germany. However, there are over 
17,000 people employed in the Scottish renewables industry, and the UK is a global leader in 
offshore wind technology which will prove beneficial for the future.   
  
In terms of bringing benefits to the local economy, we are always looking for local suppliers and 
encourage businesses to complete the registration form on our website. We are working with 
companies from Dumfries & Galloway on the construction of our Windy Rig and Twentyshilling 
Hill projects, and are a member of the Dumfries & Galloway Chamber of Commerce to 
maximise the opportunities for local businesses to get involved.  
  
You indicated you would like to be kept updated with project news, and we will be pleased to keep 
you informed of project progress. You can also register for updates on the project 
website, www.artfield-forest.co.uk . We follow all GDPR guidelines in relation to personal data 
and you can opt out at any time.  
  
  
We hope to submit an application later this year and will inform you when this takes 
place.  When an application is submitted to the Scottish Government, there is an opportunity for 
members of the public to make their views known.  
  
  
Yours sincerely,  
 
 SIGNATURE REDACTED 
 
Tom Walker  
Senior Project Manager, UK Wind and Solar  

http://www.artfield-forest.co.uk/


APPENDIX 15:  EMAILS TO ELECTED REPRESENTATIVES AND COMMUNITY COUNCILS WITH PUBLIC 
CONSULTATION REPORT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 



APPENDIX 16:  ROUND TABLE UPDATE ON SHARED OWNERSHIP MEETING INVITE 

 

------ Original Message ------ 
From: "Walker Tom" <tom.walker@statkraft.com> 
To: "oldlucecc" <oldlucecc@btinternet.com> 
Cc: "sam.mcmillan" <sam.mcmillan@mcmillan.scot>; "Wallace John" <John.Wallace@statkraft.com> 
Sent: Monday, 23 Nov, 20 At 13:12 
Subject: Artfield Forest Wind Farm Update  

Dear Jane,  
 
I hope that this email finds you well.  
 
I am getting in touch to provide an update on our Artfield Forest Wind Farm plans.  We wrote to the 
Community Council at the end of September after the online consultation closed to provide a 
summary of the online exhibition.  
 
We have now responded to the individual queries and we will shortly send a summary report of the 
exhibition and the main themes raised with us during it to the community councils.  
 
There were two key areas of feedback from the online exhibitions - broadband and shared ownership 
- that we hope to follow up on and (if of interest) would welcome the community councils and 
corresponding Development Trusts to provide their views/input.  
 
Shared Ownership – suggested virtual roundtable discussion early December 2020.  

In relation to shared ownership - a majority of respondees were either interested or unsure about 
the opportunity of community/shared ownership of the project.  We ourselves are fairly new to 
community/shared ownership offering and we will be following the Scottish Government's Best 
Practice Principles for Shared Ownership. It is likely we would look to provide a percentage share of 
the projects revenue that is open to the community to invest and own via a community Trust. The 
Trust may be able to both invest in the scheme and raise funds through external sources (such 
as banks or individuals in the community).  Following the exhibition feedback, we have contacted 
Local Energy Scotland (LES), who have agreed to host a virtual meeting to outline shared ownership 
opportunities and the process in more detail.  If this is of interest to the Community Council, please 
let me know and we can organise an evening later in November/early December for an online call. 
 
In addition to any shared ownership opportunity available we will also be offering the traditional 
community benefit for Artfield Forest.  We are committed to £5,000 per MW of installed capacity for 
community benefit and, on the basis of the current MW for the 12 turbine scheme, that would mean 
£336,000 per annum.  Again, for community benefit, we are open to how it is administered (either 
through a local trust or a group such as Foundation Scotland) and we will take the lead from the 
community.     
 
Broadband - suggested virtual roundtable discussion early December 2020.  
There was a high level of interest in how the project can potentially improve broadband in the local 
area.  We would welcome a discussion on broadband and would suggest having a short 
discussion/presentation on broadband. If acceptable and to avoid too many demands on your and 
other members of the community council and community members time, this can be the same 
evening as the discussion on shared ownership.  

 

mailto:tom.walker@statkraft.com
mailto:oldlucecc@btinternet.com
mailto:sam.mcmillan@mcmillan.scot
mailto:John.Wallace@statkraft.com


 
For broadband - if the project is consented, we will need broadband installed for it to operate.  If 
there is a chance that we can help improve broadband connections for residents/businesses in the 
area through installing broadband for the wind farm then we would be happy to explore this with the 
community.  

Do let me know if interested in taking part in either area and we would welcome the chance to have 
an online virtual meeting. We have issued this email to Kirkcowan Community Council, New Luce 
Community Council, Old Luce Community Council and Cree Valley Community Council. 

Once again, many thanks for your time and we hope that you and the community are well during 
these times.   
 
Kind regards,  

Tom Walker 
Senior Project Manager, UK Wind and Solar 
 
_ _ tom.walker@statkraft.com 
_ _ Mobile +44 (0)7734 864 775 
_ _ Switchboard +44 (0)207 448 8200 
 
Statkraft UK Ltd. 
4th Floor, 41 Moorgate, London, EC2R 6PP  

1 West Regent Street, Glasgow, G2 1RW 
www.statkraft.co.uk 

 

mailto:tom.walker@statkraft.com
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.statkraft.co.uk%2F&data=04%7C01%7Ctom.walker%40statkraft.com%7Cf7cd89d4b45a46255ce008d893029dbf%7Ca40c0d68338e44efab17812ee42d12c7%7C0%7C0%7C637420986745328631%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=DXgRGGI5NxPuZw1T9jgRZrlQ1eFwFyRzRMh6jWp3o7w%3D&reserved=0
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